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L I I i 1 
llear Gregg, 

time though I r e a a  it soon a f t e r  i t  wae rece lved ,  I have been 
waiting, nowever, f o r  more l e l a u r e  than 1 have had dur ing  the 
past two months t o  o r f e r  the comments you have inv i t ed .  Before 
making tnem, however, I s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  s a y  that  you nave pro- 
duced a valuable  document for t he  a rcn ives  o r  the b'oundar,ion, 
for I tnink your cha rac t e r i za t ione  ars  remarkauly 2pt 8nd ac- 
cura te ,  tnoueh suEcept ible  of bobh amendment and enlargement. 
You will f i n d  my comments no t  exac t ly  l a u a t r t o r y  i n  some cases ,  
triough the po in t s  a t  which I have round fault a r z  r.ot incom- 
p a t i b l e  witn tne excellent, q u a l i t i e s  o r  tine rnen a w u t  wnom 
tney are made. Hers cney are as they now occur t o  m e :  

.. ._  . . . ____. . . -. - I. .-s-.- .---- .-- 
Your deni - tasse  has been l y ing  on my desk f o r  a long  

I am glad t o  have j . u r  f a v o r a u l e  and Epecir ic  comnents 
on Vincent. Nor, having servea  under him I d i d  n o t  'xno;~ h i a  
well b u t  I was convinced from the  very time of h i s  employment, 
which i n c i d ~ n t a l l y  d isp laced  me i n  the s e r v i c e  of' the  Founda- 
t ion ,  that he was the very man for the p lace  and he d i d  a f a r  
be t te r  job  i n  making the Foundation known and in sp i r in@;  t h e  
confidence of t h e  publ ic  than I could poss ib ly  have done. 
H i s  adminis t ra t ion  came a t  exac t ly  the  r i g h t  time, but  i t  i s  
w e l l  and a l s o  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  h i s  successors  s h o u l d  have 
q u a l i t i e s  d i f f e r e n t  f rom h i s  own. 
yllderstood what research  meant mC! t h a t  he consequently under- 
estimated i t s  importance. Tnis I a t t r i b u t e  t o  h i s  Chautauqua 
background i n  which the d i s s e n i n a t i o n  of knowledge r a t h e r  than 
i t a  discovery had a l l  t h e  emphasis. 

I never thought  t ha t  he 
/-- 

I think t h a t  a l l  t h a t  you s a y  about Gates i s  good and 
t r u e ,  b u t  I should q u a l i f y  i t  a s  fol lows:  

As an omniverous reader  of i:n-.ortant books i n  h i s  l a t e r  
l i f e  he acquired an educat ion that  was beyond the  ordinary.  
A t  the  same time I t h i n k  he skowed t h e  lack of l i b e r a l  educa- 
t i o n  i n  h i s  youth ,  which i s  the  ti!ne f o r  l i b e r a l  education. 
H e  was a p t  t o  be c a r r i e d  away b y  a neh idea  der ived from h i s  
reading and would a i r  it on a l l  o c c a s i m s  - even i n  a meetin6 
of r a i l r o a d  d i r e c t o r s .  Lhen I say  t h a t  he was c a r r i e d  away 
by a new idea, I a l s o  mean t h a t  he wae  c a r r i e d  away by h i s  
own eloquence. One of his most  pass iona te  u t t e r ances  i n  a 
meeting of the General Education 3oard r e l a t e d  t o  the commend- 
able idea of c r e a t i n g  cen te r s  throughout the United S t a t e s  
where the work of t h e  publ ic  schools,  the farmers and publ ic  
health should be uni ted  i n  a grand utopian crusade. 
speech made euch an impression that  i t  was p r in t ed  and widely 
c i r c u l a t e d ,  b u t  i t  was soon fo rgo t t en .  He wag a t e r r i f i c  
spec ia l  p leader ,  as f o r  example, h i s  advocacy a t  tlmes of 
doing nothing u n t i l  a general  pol icy had been adopted, and 
a t  o the r  times of avoid ine  eenera l  po l icy  by d e a i i n - .  e, con- 
c r e t e l y  wi th  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  an oppor tunis t  manner. At t he  
outbreak of the  Firs t  ho r ld  bar ,  he t o l d  the Trustees  that 
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he bel ieved that  John D.  Rockefel ler  had been r a i s e d  ug by 
Divinb Providence for JuEt t h a t  emergency and tha t  t h e  e n t i r e  
>c@pa$al of the  Rockefe l le r  Foundation should be made a v a i l a b l e  
f?.or, purposes of r e l i e f .  h i t h i n  two years  he turned down a 
modest proposal b y  h h i t c l i f f  Rose, our t r u s t e d  agent i n  Europe 
i n  connection w i t h  war r e l i e f ,  when i t s  acceptance would have 
brought mi l l i ons  of government money, German and Russian, I n t o  
re l ie f  work which was t o  the  i n t e r e s t  of both, the Rockefe l le r  
Foundation spending no money except i n  providine: a n e u t r a l  
adminie t ra t ion .  Having s a i d  a l l  t h i s  I r e p e a t  what I have 
o f t e n  said, namely, no man i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  more de- 
se rv ing  of a monument t h a t  Gates, f o r  the ideas  and the per- 
S U a 8 i V e  powers t o  which the  establ ishment  o f  the Rockefel ler  
I r \e t l" tute ,  the  General Education Board and the  Rockefel ler  
Foundation were l a r g e l y  due. He hae h i s  monument i n  what 
those in s t i t u t ions !  have a l ready  accamplished. 

with M r .  Gates had an importance f o r  " the  welfare of mankind 
throughout the  world" t ha t  i t  would be impossible t o  exageerate .  
All the o the r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t o  which y o u r  memorandum r e f e r s  
had the lesser r o l e  of instruments of that  p e a t  t r i umvi ra t e .  

The combination of the Rockefe l le rs ,  Senior  and Jun io r ,  


